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In the EU, there are 34.4 million adults with a disabling hearing loss. Two out of three are not treated for their hearing loss.
There are 34.4 million adults in the EU with a disabling hearing loss (35 dB or greater). Surveys in a series of European countries show that two out of three Europeans are not treated for their disabling hearing loss. This means that there are 22.6 million adults in the EU living with an untreated, disabling hearing loss.
[bookmark: _Hlk5953833]Furthermore, nearly 10 million people in the EU have a hearing loss of 50 dB or greater and around 5.5 million of these are not treated for their hearing loss. An untreated hearing loss of 50 dB isolates you from friends and family and makes it very difficult to maintain a job and participate in society.
In Europe as a whole, there are 47.9 million adults who are living with a disabling hearing loss.
The figures are based on data used in the report “Hearing loss – Numbers and Costs”, published by hear-it AISBL.
Table: Number of people in EU countries with a disabling hearing loss (Total and untreated):
	
	
	

	Country
	People with a disabling 
hearing loss - 35 dB or greater 
(1,000)
	People with an untreated, disabling 
hearing loss – 35 dB or greater (1,000)

	Germany
	5,794
	3,844

	Italy
	4,818
	3,139

	United Kingdom
	4,484
	3,007

	France
	4,367
	2,873

	Spain
	3,184
	2,085

	Poland
	2,296
	1,484

	Romania
	1,229
	796

	Netherlands
	969
	647

	Greece
	805
	526

	Portugal
	761
	502

	Belgium
	721
	475

	Czech Republic
	658
	428

	Hungary
	627
	407

	Austria
	530
	353

	Sweden
	511
	341

	Bulgaria
	488
	316

	Finland
	337
	223

	Denmark
	308
	207

	Slovakia
	291
	189

	Croatia
	285
	185

	Ireland
	211
	140

	Lithuania
	199
	127

	Latvia
	137
	88

	Slovenia
	135
	88

	Estonia
	91
	58

	Cyprus
	58
	39

	Luxembourg
	28
	19

	Malta
	28
	18

	Total EU
	34,350
	22,604



The costs of untreated, disabling hearing loss
Disabling hearing loss (35 dB or greater) costs 185 billion Euros in the EU each year because of lower quality of life and less productivity. Lower quality of life due to disabling hearing loss costs 130 billion Euros each year in the EU. Lost productivity in society due to a higher unemployment among people with a disabling hearing loss costs 55 billion Euros each year in the EU.

Use of hearing aids
The EuroTrak Surveys in a series of European countries show that, on average, 35% of people with a hearing loss use hearing aids. The use of hearing aids increases with age and the severity of hearing loss. However, 65% of Europeans with a hearing loss do not use hearing aids.
The report
The report, “Hearing Loss - Numbers and Costs”, is a meta study that has analysed and compared hundreds of scientific studies and papers in the last two decades about the prevalence and the consequences of hearing loss and the use and benefits of hearing aids. 
The report is compiled for hear-it AISBL by Professor Emerita Bridget Shield, Brunel University, London with the assistance of Professor Mark Atherton, Brunel University, London
Source: Report “Hearing loss – Numbers and Costs”
